U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



PATENT APPLICATION 
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Address to: 

Mail Stop Patent Application 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



Sir: 



Transmitted herewith for filing is the patent application of 

Inventor(s): Naoya KOTANI; Masakatsu AOKI; Kyoko TERANISHI. 

For : IMAGE FILLING METHOD, APPARATUS AND 

COMPUTER READABLE MEDIUM FOR REDUCING 
FILLING PROCESS IN PROCESSING ANIMATION 



Enclosed are: 



1 . 59 sheet(s) of specification, 42 sheet(s) of claims, and 1 sheet of abstract (and 1 

cover sheet). 

2. 68 sheet(s) of formal drawings. 

3. Declaration and Power of Attorney (copy from prior application (37 CFR 1 .63(d)) 
(See paragraph 4 below). 

4. Incorporation by Reference. The entire disclosure of the prior application, U.S. Patent 
Application Serial No. 09/577,51 1, filed May 24, 2000 (and its priority applciations), 
from which a copy of the oath or declaration is supplied under paragraph 3 above is 
considered as being part of the disclosure of the accompanying application and is 
hereby incorporated by reference therein. 

5. Priority Claimed: 

This application is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 
09/577,51 1, filed May 24, 2000, which claims foreign priority benefits under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 1 19 of Japanese Patent Application No. 1 1-1451 16, filed May 25, 1999; Japanese 
Patent Application No. 1 1-152162, filed May 31, 1999; Japanese Patent Application 
No. 1 1-204600, filed July 19, 1999 and Japanese Patent Application No. 2000-061221, 
filed March 6, 2000, all of which are incorporated herein by reference. 
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6. Preliminary Amendment. 

7. The filing fee has been calculated as shown below: 



NUMBER FILED 



NUMBER 
EXTRA* 



RATE ($) 



FEE ($) 



BASIC FEE 



770.00 



TOTAL CLAIMS 



28 



-20 = 



18.00 



144.00 



INDEPENDENT CLAIMS 



16 



•3 = 



13 



86.00 



1,118.00 



MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT 



290.00 



0.00 



"Number extra must be zero or larger 



TOTAL 



2,032.00 



CF applicant is a small entity under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.9 

and 1 .27, then divide total fee by 2, and enter amount here. 



SMALL ENTITY 
TOTAL 



8. Please charge the required application filing fee of $2032.00 to the deposit account of 
Kenyon & Kenyon, deposit account number 11-0600. 

9. Applicants have already submitted a Petition pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.1 36(a) in a 
Notice of Appeal filed January 28, 2004, whereby Applicants requested a further two 
month extension of time to respond to the Final Office Action, thereby extending the 
four month response period from December 4, 2003 until today, February 4, 2004. 
Applicants believe no further extension fees are due. However, the Commissioner is 
authorized, as appropriate and/or necessary, to charge any additional fees, including 
any additional Rule 136(a) extension fees, or credit any excess fees to deposit account 
number 11-0600 of Kenyon & Kenyon. 

10. The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of the following fees 
associated with this communication or credit any overpayment to the deposit account 
of Kenyon & Kenyon, deposit account number 11-0600: 

A. Any additional filing fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16; 

B. Any additional patent application processing fees under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17; 

C. Any additional patent issue fees under 37 C.F.R. § 1.18; 

D. Any additional document supply fees under 37 C.F.R. § 1.19; 

E. Any additional post-patent processing fees under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .20; or 

F. Any additional miscellaneous fees under 37 C.F.R. § 1.21. 
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KENYON & KENYON 
One Broadway 
New York, New York 1 0004 
(212) 425-7200 (telephone) 
(212) 425-5288 (facsimile) 
CUSTOMER NO. 26646 

664702 
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